Barbados Statement on Internet Governance

Thursday, February 24, 2005

Mr. President the Barbados Delegation wishes to congratulate the working group on internet governance on the work that it has done so far. Further we deeply appreciate the substance of the preliminary report that it has presented.

Our Delegation is of the view that the methodology being used by the group is a very progressive and productive one in that it appears to be transparent, open and inclusive, facilitating the active participation of all stakeholders. Our Delegation is also of the view that the issues set out by the Working Group for future attention are all critical and relevant in the context of building an inclusive Information Society.

We therefore strongly support the Work Programme as outlined in the preliminary report.

Mr. President, Barbados is desirous of using information and communication technologies to the fullest extent possible to provide a better quality of life for its entire population. In achieving this, the internet plays a critical and essential role in the development of our countries. That is why we believe that the question of how the internet is governed is important for all countries.

We trust, therefore, that the system of governance that will eventually emerge from the WSIS process will allow a more representative group of countries to have a say in the governance process. We trust also that the geographic regions of the world would be fairly involved in the emerging process of governance.

Of particular concern to us however are the questions of international backbone internet cost and effective global solutions to security and issues such as spam while ensuring that the internet remains a stable and accessible platform. As you know we are living in an increasingly globalized world where there is an increasing level of domestic, regional and global competitiveness in respect of both goods and services. Clearly those countries which are able to enjoy lower cost of access to the internet will be in a better position to compete in the market place.

We strongly believe therefore that attention should be given to the cost of internet access and use so that all countries, and not just a limited number of countries, can receive the benefits of competitive rates. This is particularly important to countries and regions where information flows will remain asymmetric because of a lack of critical mass. We strongly believe that addressing this issue will contribute meaningfully to the national and regional development of developing countries and contribute to the building of an inclusive information society and the development of a knowledge based economy.

We, like so many other countries, strongly support the philosophy of openness, the free flow of ideas and knowledge and access for all in the process of internet governance. We look forward eagerly to the outcome of this extremely important exercise that is being undertaken by the working group.

It is sincerely hoped that equitable solutions to internet governance can be accepted by all nations involved in this process while maintaining the stability of, and continuous access to the internet and the advancement of the technology.
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