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Valerie D’Costa presently serves as Director of the International Division at the Info-
Communication Development Authority of Singapore (IDA Singapore). IDA 
Singapore is a government agency charged with the development, promotion and 
regulation of Singapore’s Information and Communication Technology (ICT) sector. 
 
Ms D’Costa is responsible for the formulation of the Singapore Government’s policies 
on international ICT issues. She also oversees Singapore’s bilateral relations with 
other countries in ICT issues. Ms D’Costa manages Singapore’s representation at a 
number of international organisations, including the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU), the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT), APEC, ASEAN, ICANN, WSIS 
and the OECD. Ms D’Costa led Singapore’s negotiating team for the last round of 
trade talks on basic telecommunications at the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 
She also served between 1999-2001 as the Chair of the APEC Telecommunications 
& Information Working Group (TEL). 
 
Ms D’Costa also leads the telecommunications and e-commerce negotiations under 
a number of Singapore’s bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTA), including with the 
United States, Australia, Japan, India and New Zealand. 
 
Prior to joining the government in 1991, Ms D’Costa worked in private legal practice.  
She holds a Bachelor of Laws degree from the National University of Singapore and 
a Master of Laws degree from University College, University of London. 
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