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Through the Chair, the Government of Canada would like to thank Nitin Desai, Chairman of the Working Group on Internet Governance, all members of the Working Group, Mr. Markus Kummer, Executive Coordinator, and all members of the Secretariat of the Working Group for their excellent work, and for this informative report.  We followed with interest last week’s two days of public consultations, and are grateful to receive this timely interim report.

Canada is pleased to see the Working Group on Internet Governance sticking closely to the terms of reference provided by the first phase of the WSIS, and by the speed and quality of the work reported by the Chairman.  We are satisfied that the Working Group is making excellent progress on the tasks set out in the Geneva Declaration and Action Plan.  In fact, the Working Group seems to have exceeded expectations we had formed following the first meeting of the WSIS Preparatory Committee meeting in Hammamet, Tunisia, last June.


We particularly take note of the classification of the key public policy areas for further investigation and discussion into four areas.  This work classification will certainly prove fruitful as all stakeholders involved in this process move forward in preparing for discussions at PrepCom 3.

Canada would also like to commend the openness of the approach which the Working Group is taking.  All parties interested in internet governance have now had ample opportunity to make known their views through public consultations.  We are confident that all will continue to have occasion to provide comments on the issues and on the work of the WGIG, through the schedule of consultations which has been provided.  


In conclusion, we encourage the Working Group to continue its work as it has begun – in a fully open and transparent manner.  We have full confidence that the issues are being well addressed, and we look forward to receiving the final report in July.


Thank you. 

