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at Pre-com II of WSIS on Internet Governance

Thank you Mr. President
It gives me great pleasure to see you in the chair. I congratulate you both officially and personally on your presidency. I thank Mr. Kummer for his presentation of the preliminary report of the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG). We are pleased to see the progress the WGIG has made in all areas of its work since it was set up in November last year.  My delegation wishes to congratulate Mr Nitin Desai and the WGIG under his leadership on the huge amount of solid and painstaking research work done
In our opinion, the working group is moving in the right direction in terms of  both its process and method, selection of research subjects and a tentative plan of work.  It is the wish of the Chinese delegation that WGIG press on with its work, moving from the present “fact-finding” phase to the fact analysis and problem identification phase and culminating in an Internet governance solution satisfactory to all.

Mr. President

In the light of the preliminary report, my delegation considers it necessary to restate its position as following. Internet is a global facility, and its governance should constitute a core issue of the Information Society agenda. The international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate access for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning.  Since the responsibility for Internet-related public policy issues lies with the sovereign States, governments should play a leading role in the decision-making process. At the same time, intergovernmental organizations should continue to have a facilitating role in the coordination of Internet-related public policy issues. Needless to say, international organizations, the private sector and civil society should also play a positive role in the development of the Internet. 

At present, the Internet has become a critical part of the infrastructure for global economic and social development. The situation in which Internet governance is monopolized by one state, one cooperation or a handful of private organizations, and while fully recognizing such governance has played its historical role, it neither facilitates further growth of the Internet, nor fully embodies the principle of equity and full representation.  As rightly pointed out by Secretary-General Mr Annan, Internet Governance has become a “complex issue that concerns all”. There for, it is “all” who should nave a say on the governance, it is “all” who should benefit from the use of internet. This is what we believe “democracy” and “good governance ” at international level. My delegation is of the view, that, it is of crucial importance to conduct research on establishing a multilateral governance mechanism that is more rational and just and more conducive to the internet development in a direction of stable, secure and responsible functioning and more conducive to the continuous technological innovation.

Mr. President

By December 2004, the number of Internet users worldwide had reached 810 million while that of China was around 94 million, 11.6% of the global total.  In other words, one out of every 10 Internet users is a Chinese, making China one of the countries with the largest number of Internet users. With the vigorous development of Internet, all states are well aware of its political, economic and cultural importance and implications by today. 


Mr. President

China is closely following the developments in the WGIG’s search for an Internet Governance mechanism and is more than willing to contribute to the establishment of a new world Internet Governance mechanism.  It is our sincere hope that, through the concerted efforts of all the parties concerned, the discussions carried out and the decisions made at the WSIS concerning Internet Governance will play a critical role in safeguarding the rights of all the countries to have equal access to the Internet, establishing a new world ICT development order, building up global network facilities and facilitating active participation of the developing countries in the global information society.
Thank you, Mr. President
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