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[Note]: The comments below are aiming to provide some principles, to assist WGIG to improve the process of issue determining, to find facts in depth and to propose fair, feasible and impartial solutions. Other concrete comments on working papers may be delivered in the consultation meeting. 

	
	Template for Comments to WGIG on Draft Working Papers Identifying Issues for Internet Governance

	
	Do you have any comments on the process of determining the issues and their presentation by the WGIG?

	
	1.General Comments

China appreciates the contributions of WGIG, the specialized working group established by UN, and its members’ great efforts to the Internet public policy researches. They’ve achieved progress and found a basis for the future work. China will continuously and actively support the work of WGIG of UN.
2. Regarding strengthening the role of developing, least developed countries and the United Nations in the global Internet policy-making process

While WGIG strived for objective and rational analysis and statements based on evidences in the published working papers, we noticed that they have neglected an paramount fact – the lack of participations and rights of developing, least developed countries and United Nations in the decision-making process regarding the global Internet policies.

We hope WGIG could pay enough attention to this, make necessary supplements and develop feasible solutions in its next step.

The key to the sound and sustainable development of the Internet, bridging the digital divide, successfully accomplishing WGIG’s mission is to promote the equal participation rights of all the sovereign governments in the decision-making process regarding the Internet public policies. The absence of any government is unacceptable.

Generally speaking, governments and their discussion platform - United Nations are the most authoritative delegates of the public interests. Therefore, sovereign governments and governmental organizations should play leading roles under the United Nations’ framework, while guaranteeing broad participation of all the other stakeholders.

3.Identifying the range and priority of public policy issue

1) The range of public policy

We noticed that WGIG classified the public policy issues into 5 categories in the Inventory (according to term 48 in Declaration of Principles [WSIS-03/GENEVA/DOC/4-E, 12 December2003]). This classification is one of the consensuses that had been achieved on the first WGIG meeting in November 2004.

On the other hand, Until now, all specific public policy issues listed under each category haven’t been consulted through any open process and only decided by WGIG. It is easy to find out in each present working paper that many specific problems of the Internet governance are not isolated points; there exist deep-seated reasons for the weakness of the current governance mechanism and threats that the Internet is facing. Therefore, discussing each issue separately can hardly solve the problem ultimately. The only way is to search for solutions further on the higher mechanism level. For instance, the papers “the administration of Internet names and IP addresses” and “administration of root server system” can be integrated into “the administration of Internet resources”, and WGIG should add “the administration mechanism of global Internet resources” into the inventory.

2) the priority of public policy

Considering the importance of the Internet resources (IP address, domain name, root server, etc.) and the existing inconsistency, we recommend giving “the administration mechanism of the global Internet resources” the highest priority over other public policy issues. The reasons are as follows:

The Internet belongs to the whole world; the Internet resources are the common resources of the world. The administration of such resources is an important international public policy issue that involves the public interests, sovereign rights of each country. The successful resolution of many public policy issues on application layers, such as spam, improper contents, violation of intelligent properties, personal privacy, consumer rights and cyber crimes shall be based on the good administration mechanism of Internet resources.

4. Hope

It is impossible for any organization to solve so many existing and potential public policy problems in such a short WGIG term. WGIG should give the matter further through, focusing on the issue of how to establish a coordination platform/mechanism on public policy matters under the UN framework, which is broadly participated (by all sovereign governments), authoritative, legitimate, and transparent.




