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February 24, 2005

I speak on behalf of the European Union. Bulgaria, Romania, acceding countries,

and Croatia
, a candidate country, align themselves to this statement. 



The EU would like to thank the WGIG for the Preliminary Report which clearly reflects the openness, transparency and inclusiveness of the discussions conducted so far. 
 



The EU believes that, in order for WGIG to successfully fulfil its mandate, it should focus its work on key issues. The WGIG has already identified four areas of central public policy issues for further investigation and discussion.  As we have had the opportunity to state before, the EU believes that the WGIG should concentrate on the stable and secure functioning of the Internet, by addressing issues related to: 

· The organisation and administration of naming and numbering, including the operation of the root server system;  
· The internationalisation of Internet Governance, taking into account public interest concerns and participation of developing countries in the governance structures; 

· The stability, dependability and robustness of the Internet, including the impact of spam. 



In this respect, the EU welcomes the intention of WGIG to assess the adequacy of present Internet governance arrangements and to develop a more detailed understanding of the respective roles and responsibilities of all actors. This will enable the WGIG to identify those issues that are already dealt with satisfactorily by existing structures and to concentrate on the issues where further coordination or cooperation is needed.  Its work should also take into account future technological developments. 



The EU believes that following the publication of the Final Report, the process leading up to the negotiations on Internet Governance in Prepcom 3 should be open and inclusive. 



Thank you, Chair. 

� Croatia continues to participate in the stabilization and association process.  





