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UNESCO thanks for the opportunity to address this first meeting of the Working Group on Internet Governance.
UNESCO believes that the main goal of the present discussions should be the continued growth and stability of the Internet as a global common good.  Whichever mechanism manages the Internet, the result should be one that enables greater participation in the modern information world, by an increasing number of citizens from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds.
UNESCO is confident that the Chair will ensure that the debate occurs in an environment that depoliticizes, and ensures analysis of, the issues. UNESCO appreciates the approach chosen to alternate open-ended discussions with all stakeholders, online consultations and meetings of the WGIG.

UNESCO supports the Chair’s statement that the Internet Governance should be “open, transparent and inclusive“
.
UNESCO stands for the “free flow of ideas by word and image”. The free-flow principle includes the value of openness that must underpin the Internet itself, the present debate and any governance mechanisms related to the Internet.

Any Internet governance mechanism should safeguard the inherent openness of the Internet infrastructure and should be conducive to the free flow of ideas and knowledge through word and image.

UNESCO’s Position Statement on Internet Governance, that has been made available to the WGIG, builds on the principle of openness. 

The September Consultations have clearly demonstrated that there are numerous actors in Internet Governance, many of whom have different mandates and functions. If Internet Governance is to be given a broad, holistic interpretation, its future structures must take account of these distributed elements. 

In this context, UNESCO supports the idea of a matrix/mapping exercise, that defines key issues and main stakeholders and observers and makes the intricacy of Internet Governance transparent to the Tunis summit participants.

UNESCO believes that Internet Governance falls within its mandate and its areas of expertise when it refers to public policy including legal, societal and ethical issues. 

UNESCO would like to highlight two specific areas within its core competencies: “Freedom of Expression“ and “Multilingualism”.

UNESCO, as the only United Nations agency with a mandate to defend freedom of expression, must be involved all Internet Governance mechanisms that will impact on this principle. 

UNESCO with its mandate to uphold the world’s cultural diversity must also be involved in any Internet Governance issues that take up the challenge to ensure multilingualism and greater participation by diverse cultures while mitigating the risks of fragmentation of the Internet. 

In conclusion, UNESCO stands ready to provide neutral platforms to advance the debates on these issues in a constructive way and to contribute to the implementation of governance structures when they are related to its mandate. 
� Summary of the September Consultation





