Short Bios of Members of the WGIG

Chairman

Desai, Nitin

Delhi/Mumbai, formerly under-Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs at the United Nations

Mr. Nitin Desai, after working in universities, the private sector and for his Government, was appointed Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, in 1990, coordinating the development of Agenda 21 and, in 1993, Under-Secretary-General to head a newly created Department for Policy Coordination and Sustainable Development.  In 1997, he coordinated the consolidation of UN economic and social activities at Headquarters into the single Department of Economic and Social Affairs, which he headed till August 2003.  In October 2001, the Secretary-General asked Mr. Desai to act as Secretary-General of the Johannesburg Summit in addition to his existing responsibilities. After his retirement from the United Nations, Mr. Desai continues to be a Special Adviser to the Secretary General for the World Summit on the Information Society. He is also an Honorary Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political Science and the convenor of one of the tracks in the Helsinki Process on Globalisation and Democracy. 

Al-Darrab, Abdullah 

Riyadh, Deputy Governor of Technical Affairs, ICT Commission of Saudi Arabia

Abdullah Al-Darrab graduated from California State University – Sacramento (USA) with a  B.Sc. in Electrical & Electronic Engineering. He joined the MoPTT as Director of the Mobile Telephony Department in 1981, and was promoted to various posts including Director of Telecom Networks, Director General of Cable Networks and Director General of Mobile and Rural Telecom. He chaired the ModArabtel team (a regional project under ITU supervision) for preparation of the common technical specifications for Digital Mobile Communications in the Arab states. In 1998, he was appointed to the post of Vice President for Engineering Affairs at the Saudi Telecom Company (STC), and supervised the Planning, Design and Implementation of major nationwide telecom network expansion projects. He also played a key role in leading the introduction of Internet service in Saudi Arabia. He represented the Kingdom at numerous international meetings and conferences, and was elected Vice Chairman of ITU Study Group (SG-8) in the Radio Sector at the Plenipotentiary Conference (Düsseldorf 1990). He was re-elected for a period of ten successive years and headed several international meetings with worldwide representation. Mr. Al-Darrab was appointed in 2001 to the post of Deputy Governor for Technical Affairs at the newly formed Communications and Information Technology Commission.  He participated in the 1st phase of the WSIS and in most of the prep-com meetings for the summit. In particular, he is chairman of the KSA national committee for summit preparation.
Afonso, Carlos

Rio de Janeiro, Director of Planning, Information Network for the Third Sector (Rits), Brazil; member, Brazil's Internet Steering Committee (CGIbr); member, Non-Commercial Users Constituency (NCUC/ICANN).
Carlos Afonso has participated in the evolution of the new ICTs since their introduction in LAC region by promoting and defending the interests of the third sector.  He has a broad knowledge of ICT issues, and his experience is transversal to most of the issues related to ICTs: free software, digital inclusion, intellectual property, Internet governance, etc. Carlos Afonso is part of the RITS team, a NGO-oriented services and capacity-building network on information and communication technologies using the Internet as its main medium. In the late 60's he was an important person fighting against the dictatorship in Brazil.  He was in exile in Chile, Panama and Canada. This last country adopts him as a Canadian citizen.  During the re-democratisation process, Mr. Afonso worked for democratising the access to communications. The amnesty allowed him to return to Brazil.  Carlos Afonso and Herbert de Souza (known as Betihno) founded one of the most important Brazilian NGOs, the Brazilian Institute for Social and Economic Analysis, IBASE. Mr Afonso designed, implemented and managed the AlterNex project, the first computer-based communications and information system in Latin America dedicated to serve civil society organizations. He is a co-founder of the Association for Progressive Communications (APC). In 1991-1992, Mr Afonso proposed and coordinated the "UNCED Information Strategy Project in Rio" (UNCED ISP/Rio), first Internet project specifically developed for a UN conference. ISP/Rio's aims were to provide communications and information through the Internet so that organizations which had not been able to come to Rio was able to follow up on the events via the network.  Carlos Afonso is also an independent consultant of the UNDP, IDRC, among other organizations.  He is author of many books, articles and studies in different languages in relation to Internet development political and social issues. One of his fields of specialization and expertise is Internet Governance and ICANN.  Besides his technical knowledge, he has recognized intellectual and political autonomy and broad respect for his ethical and democratic behaviour.

Ang, Peng Hwa 

Singapore, Dean of School of Communication at Nanyang Technological University

Ang, Peng Hwa is Professor of media management and law at the Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. A lawyer by training, he worked as a journalist before going on to pursue a Masters in communication management at the University of Southern California and a PhD in mass media at Michigan State University. He is a central committee member of the Consumers' Association of Singapore and is the legal adviser to the Advertising Standards Authority of Singapore. He has consulted for government and private bodies in Singapore, as well as international agencies such as the United Nations Development Program on law and policy issues regarding the Internet.

Banks, Karen

London, Director, GreenNet, Association for Progressive Communications

Karen Banks is a networking pioneer who has worked with ICTs and their application as a tool for social change since 1990. She coordinates the Association For Progressive Communications’ (APC) participation in the WSIS process and has been active in facilitation of the Civil Society content and themes group and an active member of the Human Rights, Information Security, Gender and European caucuses and working groups. She leads APC’s work in the CRIS (Communication Rights in the Information Society) campaign and has recently taken up position as Networking and Advocacy Coordinator for APC after coordinating APC's Women's Networking Support Programme for 8 years. She is a Director of GreenNet (the APC Member in the UK) and trustee of Privacy International, an international privacy rights and civil liberties watchdog based in the UK.

Beji, Faryel 

Tunis, President and CEO, Tunisian Internet Agency
Mrs. Beji holds a PhD in Artificial Intelligence and an MS in Computer Science engineering. She is a professor and researcher at the University of Tunis School of Computer Science, and has issued 77 publications in the field of Internet studies. She is member of the Chairs for the Middle East, African and Emerging Nations IPv6 Task Force, the Ipv6 Forum in Tunisia, and AINC. She also coordinated a number of international research and education projects such as CMCU (Franco Tunisian University Cooperation Committee) and AUPELF (Francophone Agency for Higher Education and Research). She previously held the positions of INRIA and CNRS researcher in France, teaching assistant at the University of Nancy (France), visiting researcher to the Universities of Brussels, California and Toronto, and visiting researcher to the power plant of Cadrarache in France. She also served as director in charge of the Internet at the Cabinet of the Tunisian Secretary of State for Informatics.  

Bertola, Vittorio

Torino, Chairman, ICANN At-large Advisory Committee

Vittorio Bertola is an engineer from Turin, Italy, with eight years of experience as a programmer (mainly Perl, PHP, Java), system architect and Linux system administrator on Internet servers, and as technical manager. In 1999, as head of the technical department, he was one of the founders of Vitaminic, one of the most successful dot-coms in Italy, and the leader in digital music distribution in Europe - aiming to create a legal MP3 distribution service that could break the monopoly of the majors. In 2002 he started his own company in the field of third-party cellular phone applications. He believes in the value of small enterprises to break corporate monopolies and bring innovation, competition and freedom of choice in the market. He was first involved in ICANN in 2000, when he received the most votes of any candidate from southern Europe in the At Large elections. He then became involved in ICANN’s At Large efforts, co-founding icannatlarge.com and serving twice as its Chairman. He was then selected as member of the interim ALAC and then elected Chairman. He has been participating in WSIS since the beginning of 2003, where he was a co-founder of the Internet Governance caucus. He is also presently serving as member of the .it Policy Board, and of the Council of ISOC Italy.

Bicalho, José Alexandre

Member of the Brazilian Internet Steering Committee;

Advisor to the Board of Directors of the National Telecommunications Agency (Anatel)

Mr Bicalho has served as an advisor to the Board of Directors of the National Telecommunications Agency (Anatel), the Brazilian telecommunications regulatory body, since its establishment in 1997. During this tenure at Anatel, he conducted studies and other research work related to the Internet, such as the development of regulations on backbone interconnection, Internet dial-up access and Internet access via cable TV networks. Mr. Bicalho has also worked on the creation of the Multimedia Communications Service, the telecommunications convergence service that provides support to the Internet. As the Anatel representative in the Brazilian Internet Steering Committee, since 2001, Mr.Bocalho has participated in the consolidation of the. br’s administrative process by formulating the policies governing domain name registration and IP distribution addresses. He participated in the structuring of ICANN’s Governmental Advisory Committee – GAC, in 1999, and has served as Brazil’s representative and as an advisor to the Brazilian delegation in all meetings since the 1999 Berlin meeting, having taken part in the preparation of the principal documents issued by the GAC, including “Principles for the Delegation and Management of Country Code Top Level Domains.”

Cheon, Kangsik 

Seoul, Chief Operating Officer, International Business Development, Netpia

Dr. KangSik Cheon received his B.S and M.S degree from Seoul National University. He received his Ph.D. from the Polytechnic University at Brooklyn, New York. During his Ph.D. study, his research included Internet Protocols such as TCP/IP, Ethernet Protocol and ATM technology for high capacity speed networks. He consulted on expansion of New York Stock Exchange Networks for multi-years for SIAC. Then he joined Korea telecom as a member of technical staff on evolution of telecommunication network for more than 10 years. He worked as ICT director of Gyeonggi Provincial Government of Korea where he developed ICT policies and managed ICT networks for provincial-wide government networks. He was invited several times to give speech for universities and research Institutes in Korea and served as a member of government ICT-related committees. He gave instruction in universities as an Industry Faculty member in Korea. Currently he is COO of International Business Development for Netpia.

Clarke, Trevor 

Geneva, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the UN

C. Trevor Clarke has recently completed a highly successful career in the British multinational corporation Cable & Wireless, providing 41 years of service in telecommunications engineering and management. He played a key role in the telecommunications liberalization negotiations with Governments both in Barbados and in the OECS. An Engineer by profession, Mr. Clarke held his first management position in 1974 after completing an engineering degree - BSc (Hons) in the UK. He subsequently held the positions of Chief Engineer BET, General Manager BET and then Chief Executive of Bartel. For the last three years of his career Mr. Clarke was Cable & Wireless’s Executive Vice President for Barbados and the Windward Islands. During his career, Mr. Clarke has undergone a wide range of business training. He is currently undertaking an on-line Masters degree in the Law of Information Technology, covering the legal and regulatory issues relevant to the Internet, intellectual property, e-commerce and multilateral trade in services. Mr. Clarke was a director of several Cable & Wireless companies in the region. He also sat on the board of the Barbados Investment and Development Corporation (BIDC) from 1988 to 1999 – the last five years as Chairman of the Corporation. He was until recently a non-executive director of the Barbados National Bank Inc., Barbados Shipping & Trading Co. Ltd. and the Barbados Water Authority.  Towards the end 2002 he undertook an assignment to establish the Private Sector Trade Team, a project that represents the interests of the private sector in the ongoing regional, hemispheric and multilateral trade negotiations, and remained in the voluntary post of Trade Representative, coordinating the work of the team. In October 2003, Mr. Clarke was appointed Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva, and Special Representative to the World Trade Organisation at the level of Ambassador. Mr. Clarke was a recipient of the year 2000 Barbados Centennial Honours (BCH), as well as the Gold Crown of Merit (GCM), (national honour) in 2003 for his work in telecommunications and investment promotion. He is currently chairing the Committee on Trade and Development in the WTO.

Doria, Avri

Providence, RI, Technical Consultant

Avri Doria earned a BA in Philosophy from the University of Rhode Island, an MA in Philsophy with a concentration in cognitive studies from the University of Chicago and an MA in Counseling Psychology from Rhode Island College. She also read for an advanced research on intelligent systems at the University of Chicago. She is currently completing a Ph.D. in the Humanities, Social Science and Technology department at Blekinge University of Technology in Sweden on Technopolitics and the Internet. She tends to view the issues of technology, technology policy, technology rights, technology responsibilities and the politics of technology as interwoven and inseparable. From having lived within several cultures, she brings to most discussions an inherently cross-cultural perspective. In practical terms, her specialty in Internet technology is the routing architecture, its protocols and its policies. For the last several years she has been involved in the UN ICT Task Force for Development. As a speaker at ICT4D in Geneva she spoke on the problems that are encountered in bringing Internet connectivity to communications challenged areas. She has participated in, and spoken at, several ICT Task Force conferences on access and connectivity. This work has made her cognizant of the problems (technological, cultural, political and regulatory) involved in trying to bring networking to those who currently do not have such access in many areas of the world. She is currently a technical consultant and a researcher affiliated to Lulea University of Technology, Sweden. 

Drake, William 

Geneva, Senior Associate, International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development; 

President, Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility

William J. Drake is the President of Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility (CPSR) and a Senior Associate at the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) in Geneva, Switzerland. In addition, he is co-editor of the MIT Press book series, the Information Revolution and Global Politics; a Research Associate of the Institute for Tele-Information at Columbia University; a member of the Social Science Research Council Network on IT Governance and Civil Society; and a member of the editorial boards of the journals Telecommunications Policy and Info. Previously, he has been: Visiting Senior Fellow at the Centre for International Development and Conflict Management, University of Maryland, College Park; Senior Associate and founding Director of the Project on Information Revolution and World Politics, the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; founding Associate Director of the Communication, Culture and Technology Program, Georgetown University; Assistant Professor of Communication at the University of California, San Diego; and adjunct professor at both the School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University and  the School of Business, Georgetown University. In addition, he has been an American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow; a Ford Fellow in European Society and Western Security, and a MacArthur Fellow in International Security Studies at the Centre for International Affairs, Harvard University; and an Albert Gallatin Fellow at the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland.  His research is on global communications and information policy, with particular emphasis on the role of international regimes.  He received his M.A., M.Phil, and Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia University.

Echeberría, Raúl

Montevideo, Executive Director, LACNIC

Raúl Echeberria is Uruguayan, aged 40, and speaks native Spanish and fluent English and Portuguese (spoken and written). He received a Computer Science Degree from Universidad de la República, Uruguay, a Master in Information Technologies, Universitario Autónomo del Sur, Uruguay, and did Post-graduate studies in Top Level Business Management, Unversidad de Montevideo, Uruguay. Echeberria has authored many articles published in different newspapers, specialized magazines and websites, covering topics such as: Domain Names market, ICANN evolution, Internet Governance, spam, and generic Internet issues. He is a regular speaker at the international fora, including regional Internet registry meetings in all the regions (ARIN, APNIC, RIPE NCC, LACNIC, AFRINIC), WSIS regional and global meetings, Internet Society Workshop at WSIS 2003: “The Internet: The Players, its Legacies and its Future”, Latin America – European Union Forum. Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 2001, “Co-operation on Standardisation aspects. The approach in the Americas and the Perspective of Global Fora.” He has been a permanent member of the Academic Team of WALC (Workshop in internet technologies for America Latina and the Caribbean) since 1997. Currently, he is CEO of LACNIC (Latin American and Caribbean Internet Addresses Registry). He was invited to be a member of the NAIS (The NGO and Academic ICANN Study) research Team under contract with Oxford University 10/2000 – 04/2002. He was Manager of the Latin American and Caribbean Information and Communication Technologies Policy Monitor Project (APC LAC ICT Policy Monitor Project). He was in 1999 member of the Name Council of ICANN on behalf of the Non Commercial Constituency and a founding member of the Non Commercial Domain Name Holders Constituency of ICANN and co-writer of the first Charter. He was Vice Chair of ENRED – Latin-American Network Forum – 1998 – 2001. Raul Echeberria is member of the Uruguayan Government Ad Hoc Advisory Council in Electronic Commerce and Member of the Uruguayan Government Ad Hoc Advisory Council in Internet 2 projects.

Erriah, Dev 

Port Louis, Chairman, ICT Authority of Mauritius

Mr Erriah is barrister-at-law who specialised in the legal aspect of offshore business activities, international and domestic tax law, international financial techniques, cross border insolvency, economic crime and money laundering. He holds a combined Master of Law (LLM) from University College London and the London School of Economics (1997).  His has worked as barrister at law and legal consultant at Erriah & Uteem Chambers, but his career encompasses a range of legal consultancies for such organisations as Deutsche Bank, Investec, Standard Chartered Bank, Royal Bank of Scotland, Fortis Bank, BNPI and governments (Tanzania, Madagascar, USA). He also acted as legal consultant inter alia for several other organizations, including Simmons & Simmons, the Saudi Bank, Citibank, Ernst & Young, Schroders, Allen & Overy, Alcatel, Nortel Networks and Barclays Bank. In addition, he has experience in the privatisation of post, oil sector, and environment protection. One of his recent major initiatives is a project of “Integrated Banking System” for the merger of onshore and offshore banking in Mauritius, a project that culminated into the Banking Bill introduced in the Parliament of Mauritius in August 2004, together with the FSC, the Bank of Mauritius and the Association of Offshore Banks.

Esmat, Baher

Cairo, Telecom Planning Manager, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology of Egypt

Baher Esmat is a Telecom Planning Manager at the Egyptian Ministry of ICT, responsible for the analysis, design and implementation of technological initiatives. Prior to his appointment in the Government, he worked as an engineer and a consultant in the Egyptian private sector (Alacatel Telecom Ltd, Newbridge Networks and Cairo Regional Information Technology and Sogftware Engineering Centre) and underwent several international executive traineeships in Internet technologies. Mr Esmat holds a Masters Degree in Computer Science from the American University in Cairo and a BSc in Electronics and Communications Engineering from Cairo University.

Esseboom, Mark

The Hague, Director of Strategy and International Affairs, Directorate General for Telecom and Post, Ministry of Economic Affairs of The Netherlands

Mark Esseboom was born in Dordrecht, The Netherlands, on the 8th of March 1968. He is married and has got two children. After his studies of Macro-Economics at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam he joined the Foreign Financial Relations department of the Dutch Ministry of Finance. During the period 1991-1997 he held several positions within that directorate, mainly dealing with EU, IMF and OECD issues. From 1997 until the end of 1999, he was sent to the Permanent Representation of The Netherlands towards the EU in Brussels, where he was actively involved in the negotiations on the EU’s multiannual spending levels and the contributions of the Member States. After his return to The Hague he was appointed Head of the Project Division of the PPP (Public Private Partnerships) Knowledge Centre within the Ministry of Finance, dealing with the (new way of) financing major infrastructural projects in The Netherlands. Subsequently, he was appointed as Head of the EU Division of the same Ministry, being responsible for all financial and budgetary issues regarding the EU. October 2003, he moved to the Ministry of Economic Affairs where he held the temporary post of Deputy Director for European Affairs. As of the 1st of June this year, he is Director for Strategy and International Affairs in the field of ICT/Telecom within the Ministry of Economic Affairs. In that capacity, he is, among other things, actively involved in the WSIS-process and plays an active role in the internal EU-coordination because of the Dutch EU-Presidency.
Fernandez, Juan 

Havana, Coordinator of the Commission of Electronic Commerce of Cuba;

Member of UN ICT Task Force
Juan Fernandez won a Physics Degree from Havana University in 1975, and an MSc in Microelectronics from ISPJAE (the technical university of Havana) in 1983. He worked as a researcher and professor in the Microelectronics Research Centre of Havana Polytechnic Institute from 1976 to 1984. In 1984, he went as Project Manager to EICISOFT, a software enterprise that developed applications in robotics, automation and image processing. In 1993 he was promoted to Technical Director of EICISOFT, task that he kept until 1995. From 1995 to 1996 he was CIO of CITA (Corporation of Information Technologies and Automation) a corporation of more than 20 enterprises. From 1996 to 1998 he was appointed CIO of SIME (Ministry of the Steel, Mechanic and Electronic Industry), an industrial group of more than 200 enterprises, with the task to lead the most ambitious informatization project of a Cuban Ministry. Since 1998 he has been Advisor for the National Directorate of Informatics of Cuba. From January of 1999 he is the Coordinator of the Cuban Commission for Electronic Commerce, the governmental body that designs the Cuban strategy in this field. He has been Advisor in the Ministry of Informatics and Communication since its creation in the year 2000. In 2001 he was elected as member of the United Nations ICT Task Force. He has published more than 15 articles and is a very active lecturer in Cuba and abroad in various topics that include the Management of Big Software Projects, Internet Applications and Electronic Commerce. He has the degree of Senior Researcher of the National Academy of Sciences of Cuba, and has received 9 technical or scientific awards. In 1994 he applied and received a Patent in Image Processing.

Hassan, Ayesha

Paris, Senior Policy Manager for E-Business, IT and Telecoms, International Chamber of Commerce

Ayesha Hassan manages the ICC's policy work on E-Business, IT and Telecoms. Ms. Hassan is an experienced lawyer, and has a background in dispute resolution, international policy, and ecommerce issues.  She is former head of online dispute resolution services at SquareTrade. She obtained her undergraduate degree from the University of Chicago, law degree from the University of San Diego, and a Masters in international policy studies from Stanford University.

Hu, Qiheng

Beijing, Adviser to the Science and Technology Commission of the Ministry of Information Industry of China, Former Vice-President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences

Ms. Hu is the Vice President of the Chinese Association for Science and technology, the Chairperson of Internet Society of China, and a member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering. She has been a member of the National Committee of the 8th, 9th  and 10th Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference. She has served as President of China Automation Society, President of China Computer Society, and Chairman of China National

Committee for CODATA. She is among the earliest Chinese scientists in the field of pattern recognition and artificial intelligence. She initiated the first National key Laboratory for pattern recognition in China. She also spares effort to promote the earliest connection of China to the Internet. She has devoted to the reformation policy of the Chinese science and

technology system and the international exchange and collaboration in science and technology. She has served as Director of the Institute of Automation and Vice President of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS).
Jensen, Willy 

Oslo, Director, Norwegian Post and Telecom Authority

Willy Jensen earned and MSc in Applied Mathematics from the University of Bergen in Norway, 1972. He gained full Professorship in Informatics/Computer Networking at the University of Tromsø, Norway in 1982. He has been working with research on electronic communications and computer networks since 1974 through to 1989 and was operationally active in the execution and management of the European projects establishing the university networks across Europe in the 70- and 80- ies.  He moved to industry top management positions in 1989 and further to top management positions in the European Space Agency, working in Italy from 1993 to 1999. He was leading efforts to operationalize satellite earth observation for environmental purposes. He took up his present position as Director General of the Norwegian Post and telecommunications Authority in 2000.

Kleinwächter, Wolfgang

Aarhus, Professor, International Communication Policy and Regulation, University of Aarhus

Wolfgang Kleinwächter is a professor for international communication policy and regulation at the Department for Media and Information Sciences of the University of Aarhus in Denmark. He Co-Chaired the Civil Society Internet Governance Caucus during the Preparatory Process towards "WSIS I". He is also active in different positions in ICANN´s At Large community. He is member of the International Council of the International Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR). Previous teaching positions included the University of Leipzig (1984/2001), the University of Tampere in Finland (1992/1993) and the School of International Services at the American University in Washington, D.C., (1993/95). From 1995 to 1997 he chaired the Management Board of the Interregional Information Society Initiative (IRISI) of the European Commission in Brussels. Since 1998 he teaches in Aarhus. He is a member of a number of Advisory Boards of scientific journals - like Gazette - and Programme Committees, inter alia of ISOC´s INET 2002 Conference in Washington. He has published extensively on international communication policy and regulation as well as on Internet Governance. His book "ICANN 2.0: The Long Road Towards Self-Regulation of the Internet" will be published in Fall 2004 in the "Beck Verlag" in Germany.
Kurbalija, Jovan

Malta/Geneva, Director, DiploFoundation

Jovan Kurbalija is the founding director of DiploFoundation. His professional and academic background is in diplomacy, international law, and ICT. He was a Yugoslav diplomat until 1992. In 1993, Mr Kurbalija established the Unit for IT and Diplomacy at the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies in Malta, whose main function was to provide training, research, and software development in the field of IT and diplomacy.

In the period 1994-2004, Mr Kurbalija directed various courses, with close to 400 participants, focussing on the impact of ICT/Internet on diplomacy. One of the most important of these courses is the year-long Postgraduate Diploma Course in ICT and Diplomacy, which has received academic accreditation from the University of Malta. As part of this course, Mr Kurbalija designed and runs a negotiation simulation exercise on drafting an International Declaration on the Internet. In addition to lecturing Diplo’s courses, Mr Kurbalija has lectured and delivered courses at the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies in Malta, the Vienna Diplomatic Academy, the Dutch Institute of International Relations (Clingendael), the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, and the UN Staff College among others; on such topics as Introduction to Diplomacy, Diplomacy and ICT/Internet, Diplomatic Privileges and Immunities, and International Law for Diplomats.

Mr Kurbalija’s research focusses on the impact of ICT/Internet on diplomacy, comprising: the changes in the national and international environments for diplomatic activities (e.g. sovereignty, changes in the concept of power), new issues on diplomatic agendas (ICT policy and Internet Governance), and new tools for diplomatic activities (also covering the impact of ICT-based tools on diplomatic functions, including representation and negotiation). 

Mr Kurbalija’s activities in the sphere of software development include the conceptualisation and the development of various tools for diplomacy: Databases of International Treaties, the “DiploWizard” (a knowledge management system for diplomacy), a Hypertext System for Text-based Negotiations/Discussions, the Online Negotiation Assistant (a platform for conducting diplomatic negotiations via the Internet), as well as e-learning modules in the fields of diplomacy and Internet Governance.

Legrand, Iosif Charles 

Senior Scientist, California Institute of Technology and CERN

Iosif Charles Legrand is a Senior Scientist of the Division of Physics, Mathematics and Astronomy at the California Institute of Technology. He holds an MS in Nuclear Engineering from the University of Bucharest, Romania, and a PhD in Theoretical Physics from the Institute of Atomic Physics in Bucharest. He worked as an engineer at the Institute of Nuclear Power Reactors in Romania, a senior researcher at the Romanian Institute of Atomic Physics, an Associate Professor at the University of Bucharest, and a Scientific Associate at the European Center for Nuclear Research and the Deutsches Elekronen Synchrotron. He has been senior scientist at the California Institute of Technology since 1998. He received the Romanian Academy of Science Award for Physics ("Dragomir Hurmuzescu”) in 1992.

MacLean, Donald 

Ottawa, Director, MacLean Consulting

Don MacLean is an independent consultant based in Ottawa, Canada. He specializes in the development of ICT-related policies and strategies at the national and international levels. Don MacLean headed the ITU strategic planning unit from 1992-99. Prior to joining the ITU, he served in a number of senior policy and planning positions in the Canadian Department of Communications. 

Miller, Allen 

Arlington, VA, Executive Director, World Information Technology and Services Alliance

Allen Miller is currently Senior Vice President, Global Affairs, for the Information Technology Association of America.  He is also Executive Director of the World Information Technology and Services Alliance, an organization of 60 Information Technology Associations from around the world.  In this capacity, he is responsible for the international policy positions and advocacy of ITAA as well as WITSA, organizations representing the interests of companies in information technology services.  Mr Miller has been particularly active in the preparatory process for the World Summit on the Information Society.

Mr Miller retired from EDS Corporation where he had most recently been Client Executive for Texas Government operations.  Prior to that he served for 19 years in the EDS Office of Government Affairs in various position including Executive Director.  In that position he was responsible for overseeing the development and advocacy of EDS' global policy positions relative to industry segments that EDS served, such as financial services, transportation, health care and information technology.  In this capacity he worked with administrations, public policy institutions, international organizations and other industry government affairs offices.

Mr Miller has been active in a number of international organizations.  Currently he is the Chair of the Internet and Information Technology Services Task Force of the International Chamber of Commerce.  Previous positions he has held were:  Chair of the Public Policy Working Group of the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA); Vice Chair of the Electronic Commerce, Telecommunications and Information Technology Working Group of the Coalition of Service Industries (CSI); Chair of the 2000 Services Working Group of the Coalition of Service Industries; Vice Chair of the International Telecommunications Committee of the United States Council for International Business (USCIB); Vice Chair of the Information, Computer and Communications Policy Committee of the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); and Vice Chair of the Commission on Telecommunications and Information Technology of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC).

Mr Miller received a Bachelor of Science degree from the United States Military Academy and served ten years in the U.S. Army.  Commissioned in the field artillery, he was stationed in several stateside posts, Greece and the Republic of Vietnam.  He also has a Masters of Science degree in Operations Research from Stanford University and taught mathematics for three years at the U.S. Military Academy.

In the government sector, Mr Miller spent six years with the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, where he was Director of the Department's data processing organization serving the state medical assistance, welfare, food stamps, social services, mental health and mental retardation programs.

Morris, Jacqueline A.

Port of Spain, Consultant

Jacqueline Morris, a 2000-2001 Hubert H Humphrey (Fulbright) Fellow from Trinidad and Tobago, is currently independently developing e-commerce projects to benefit entrepreneurs in developing countries, especially the Caribbean. She has been involved in Internet ventures since 1994, having been seduced from her previous field of Chemical Engineering by this new frontier. Her latest projects include utilizing the Internet to market and promote Trinidad and Tobago entertainment ventures, including conceptualizing, producing and managing the first successful Pay per View webcasts of Trinidad and Tobago Carnival in 2003 and 2004. Her main interests lie in encouraging women and girls' participation in the fields of Science and Technology, e-commerce, entrepreneurship and innovation in start-up Internet companies. She is also on the Steering Committee for the Gender Caucus of the WSIS, working to include women and girl's issues in the UN plan for ICT, and was an integral part of the team at the Geneva conference in December 2003. She has worked with the team on the development of a new model for virtual collaboration, as well as the positions that the GC has lobbied for in the first phase of the WSIS. In 2003 she was presented the Faith Wiltshire award for her work in Gender and ICT in Trinidad and Tobago. She spent several years working for the Trinidad and Tobago Government in the agency responsible for Trade and Tourism development and Investment Promotion, where she was instrumental in developing a company policy that utilized the Internet to a large scale in investment promotion. She has worked as a consultant for UNAIDS, CIDA and other international agencies, managing and developing software projects to support their work in developing countries, mainly in the Caribbean area. She is also an active member of several IT groups in Trinidad and Tobago and the Caribbean, working to liberalise the telecommunications regimes in the Caribbean. She also teaches part-time at the University of the West Indies in the Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Management Studies, introducing non-technical students to the world of the Internet and technology. Her work as a member of the Executive of the Fulbright Alumni Association of Trinidad and Tobago has involved her in pulling together position papers on diverse subjects, such as building codes for hurricane prone areas, crime, and HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean. She has also been involved in charity fund-raising, most recently for victims of Hurricane Ivan in Grenada. She has a BSc in Chemical Engineering from the UWI, Trinidad, an MS in Chemical Engineering from UFSCar, Brazil, and an MS in Engineering Science (Environmental Management) from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, New York. 

Nana Nzépa, Olivier

Yaoundé, Coordinator, Africa Civil Society

Olivier Nana Nzepa is the Africa Region focal point on the World Civil Society Bureau for the WSIS, Member of the Africa Bureau in charge of the WSIS; General coordinator of the Africa Civil Society for Information Society, member of the ICANN At Large Advisory Committee, and Editor of a French Quarterly “Le defi numérique". He is also the national Expert for the World Summit Award, which is a network encompassing close to 180 countries. After training in Journalism, Business Aministration, International relations, Management and Communication, his ICT record on policies and strategies covers a wide span of areas: networking, advocacy, social appropriation, research, consultancy. ICT Expert for Cameroon government, Atos KPMG consulting, UNDP, UNESCO, UNECA, CIDA, Francophonie. For the last three years he was associated with the two major academic networks dedicated to better understandings of management and development policy in Africa. The first one, Management and Change in Africa, is a cross-cultural research and development effort led by the Centre for Cross Cultural Management Research, ESCP-EAP, European School of Management, Oxford in cooperation with institutes or schools of management in South Africa, Kenya, Tanzania, Cameroon, Nigeria. In charge of the African French speaking countries, he led in-depth research on institutional framework as well as various dimensions of management and contributed to the writing of three books. He also set up a Web site (africamanagement.org) to disseminate the findings. The second network has been lunched by the University Graduate School of Public and Development Management (Witwatersand, Johannesburg). It concentrates on understanding how the infrastructure can contribute to the success of ICT in Africa.

Pisanty, Alejandro
Mexico-City, Director of Computing Academic Services, Universidad Autonoma de Mexico and Vice-Chairman of the Board of ICANN

Alejandro Pisanty is currently Director of Computing Academic Services at UNAM, the National Autonomous University of Mexico, in Mexico City, Mexico. He also serves as Chairman of the Board of CUDI, Corporación Universitaria para el Desarrollo de Internet, the Mexican Internet 2 Consortium, as well as of ISOC Mexico. He has served UNAM as Coordinator of the Distance Education Project (1995-1997), Technical Secretary of the Computing Advisory Council (1991-1997) and Head of the Graduate School in Chemistry (1993-1995). He is a Professor in the School of Chemistry. From UNAM he also leads the National Network for Videoconference in Education. Mr. Pisanty received a Bachelor´s degree in Chemistry, and M. Sc and Ph. D. Degrees in Physical Chemistry from UNAM. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the Max-Planck-Institut für Festkörperforschung in Stuttgart, Germany (1984-1986).

Qazi, Khalilullah

Geneva, Counselor, Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the UN

Khlilullah Qazi has been the WSIS Coordinator for the Asian Group since September 2003. He holds a Masters in International Public Policy from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University, USA. He has been Deputy Head of Mission/Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of Pakistan to UN in Geneva since May 2002. Before that, he served as Deputy Head of Mission/First Secretary at the Embassy of Pakistan in Kiev, Director of General Services at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, Director for Western Europe at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, Deputy Head of Mission/First Secretary at the Embassy of Pakistan in Ashgabat, and Third and then Second Secretary at the Embassy of Pakistan in Moscow.
Ramaraj, Rajashekar

Chennai, Managing Director, Sify Limited

Mr R Ramaraj has been actively involved in the Indian IT Industry for over the past 17 years after positions in Sales and Marketing in organizations such as British Paints and Johnson & Johnson. He pioneered the retail marketing of computers in India by establishing the Computer Point retail chain in 1984. He then became one of the Founder Directors of Microland Ltd, a well-known IT & network services company. This experience was followed by a stint in cellular telephony as Director, Sterling Cellular Ltd till 1996. Mr. Ramaraj then spearheaded the successful launch of India's first private Internet service provider, Satyam Infoway, as its Founder Director. He is currently the Managing Director of the company, now known as Sify Limited and listed on the Nasdaq. Mr Ramaraj is a B.Tech in Chemical Engineering from the University of Madras and a Management Graduate from the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta.

Sakamaki, Masaaki 

Tokyo, Director, Computer Communications Division, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

Mr. Sakamaki is currently Director of Computer Communications Division at the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Government of Japan.  He directs planning and implementation of Internet and IP infrastructure policy as well as enforcing ISP related measures.  He also leads R & D projects on IPv6, security, and IP network development. For over twenty years of government service, he has been engaged in communications, IT and postal policy fields. Previously, he has held the post of: Private Secretary to the Minister of Post and Telecommunications at the time of policy decision for telecommunications industry reorganization and broadcasting digital conversion; Director of Information and Communications Policy Division; Director of Mobile Satellite Communications Division; Director of International Project Promotion Office, etc. His diplomatic assignments include three years in Washington, D.C. from 1999, where he was Counsellor for Economic Affairs at the Embassy of Japan and represented in the issues of telecommunications, broadcasting, IT and the trade negotiations. He received a master’s degree in public administration in 1986 from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
Sarr, Joseph

Dakar, President, NTIC Commission of the Dakar Regional Council

Teacher and researcher at the Department of Physics of the Faculty of Sciences and Technology in Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar since October 1995, Joseph Sarr is also the head of the Laboratory of Heat at the Study and Research Centre on Renewable Energies since September 1983. In addition to its associative activities within various associations -association for Former Graduate Students of Faculty of Sciences and Technology of Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, association for the Management of the Biodiversity called agBIO), he is a city councillor in the municipality of Hann

- Bel Air where he currently chairs the committee of New Information and Communication Technologies (NICT). Joseph Sarr is also an elected councillor at the Regional Council of Dakar where he is the President of the Committee of New Information and Communication Technologies (NICT). Since June 2004, he is the Cities and Local Authorities focal point in he WSIS  Civil Society Bureau and the representative of the Regional Council of Dakar in the Network of Local Authorities for the Information Society - IT4ALL. Joseph Sarr received a doctorate in energetic (1983) and in fluid mechanics (1993) at Perpignan University (France). He obtained a Doctorate in Physics (1994) at Cheikh Anta Diop University.
Seadat, Peiman 

Geneva, Counselor, Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN

Peiman Seadat received a B.A and an M.A. in International Relations from the Iranian University of International Relations (affiliated to the Ministry Of Foreign Affairs). He is counselor at the Permanent Mission of Iran to the United Nations in Geneva, dealing with ITU, WHO, G15 and Sustainable Development issues. He was Chief negotiator of the Iranian Delegation to the WSIS phases 1 and 2, Coordinator of several paragraphs of the Declaration of Principles and Action Plan of the first phase of the WSIS, Member of the Iranian Delegation to the ITU Council and other ITU meetings and Member of the WSIS Working Group of the ITU Council. Prior to his assignment in Geneva, Mr. Seadat served as an Expert then as a Second Secretary and Deputy Head of the Division on International Economic Affairs in charge of Multilateral Environmental Agreements at the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Sha’ban, Charles

Amman, Executive Director of the Regional office of Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property 

Experienced in Information Technology (IT) policies development and implementation strategies with extensive technical, management and training experience in IT including E-Commerce and Internet. 

In addition to rich exposure to Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs), generic and country code Domain Names, and Multilingual Domain Name issues, Mr. Charles Sha’ban is the Executive Director of the Regional office of Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP), member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAGO). 

Mr. Sha'ban is the leader of the AGIP Executive Committee, member of the Digital Office Committee (DOC) of TAGO and member of the Professional Development – IP Committee (PDI) of AGIP, whose mission is to define the policies and work processes of the company.

Mr. Sha’ban holds a Bachelor Degree in Computer Science from the University of Jordan and his International professional memberships are:

· UN WGIG (Work group on Internet Governance).

· The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names & Numbers (ICANN):

ccNSO Council member (December 2004 – December 2007), Chaired the

Internationalized Domain Names (IDN) Working Group of the

Intellectual Property Constituency (IPC) in 2003. 

· Board Member of the Multilingual Internet Names Consortium (MINC).

· Advisory Committee member of the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C),

2000-2003

· Board member of the Jordanian Committee for the Intellectual

Property in E-Business, International Chamber of Commerce / Jordan

(ICC / Jordan)

· Member in the International Trademark Association (INTA),

Registration practice & DNS administration subcommittee member of the

INTA Internet Committee.

· Member in the Internet Society (ISOC)

· Member in the Arab Knowledge Management Society (AKMS)

· Member in the Arab Society for Intellectual Property (ASIP)

· Founding member and ex-board member of the Arab Internet Names

Consortium (AINC)

· Member in the Jordan Computer Society (JCS)
Shope-Mafole, Lyndall 

Pretoria, Chairperson, Presidential National Commission on Information Society and Development, South Africa

Shope-Mafole has held numerous posts on world telecoms bodies, including: member of the restructuring implementation team on the Pan-African Telecommunications Union and member of the Group of Experts on the common Telecommunications Policy Framework for the Southern African Development Community, as well as being vice-chair of the1998/99 Session of the Council of the ITU in 1998. The following year she chaired the 1999/2000 Session of Council of the ITU and the Working Group on ITU Reform. In the same year she was vice-chair of the Penang Working Party on the Privatisation of Intelsat, as well as vice-chair of the 22nd Congress of the UPU, and a member of High Level Group on the future development of the UPU.  Lyndall Shope-Mafole is currently Chairperson of the National Presidential Commission on Information and Communications Technology for Sustainable Development, South Africa.

Siganga, Waudo

Nairobi, Chairman of Computer Society of Kenya
Mr Waudo Siganga has over 20 years in the ICT industry. He is the Chief Executive Officer of signet technologies, an ICT consultancy firm in Kenya. He is also the Chairman of the Computer Society of Kenya, the Umbrella Body for ICT Advocacy in Kenya. He also holds the post of Secretary General of the Africa Federation of ICT Associations (AFICTA). Mr Siganga is also active in the running  of the world information technology and services alliance (WITSA), where he sits on steering committee.

Solines Moreno, Juan Carlos

Quito, Executive Director, Gobierno Digital

Juan Carlos Solines Moreno, the Executive Director of the research and consulting firm Gobierno Digital, is a lawyer, holder of a Masters in Public Administration program from the Kennedy School at Harvard University. He served for three years as the Personal Assistant to the Ecuadorian President Sixto Duran-Ballen and later as Undersecretary General for Public

Administration (Deputy Chief of Staff). He works as a Partner for the Law Firm Asociados Solines (JASOL) in Quito and he currently teaches Law and New Technologies, Intellectual Property and e-Commerce Seminar at Universidad San Francisco de Quito.  Solines Moreno's academic credentials also include both "licenciado" in law and a Doctor of Jurisprudence from Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Ecuador, and a joint master's degree in law (LL.M.)

in Intellectual Property and International Law from George Washington University where he focused his studies in computer and telecommunication law, as well as in international commerce and intellectual property protection. He is also the founder and President of the NGO's "Tecnologia Estado y Sociedad" and "Red Tecnologica Latinoamericana", two non-governmental organizations created to analyze legal and policy issues relating to computer based information exchange, and the impact and influence of ICT in government, private sector and society at-large, respectively. He was appointed as the first Director of the National

Connectivity Agenda created by Ecuadorian government in 2001 as the main task force to coordinate different ICT initiatives and projects in Ecuador. He represented his country at the e-Commerce Experts Committee of the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA), and at the World Summit of Information Society (WSIS) and Preparatory Process.
Yakushev, Michael

Director of the legal support department, Ministry of Information Technology and Communications, Russian Federation, Moscow

Michael Yakushev was born the 2 of May 1967. In 1989 has graduated in International Law with Honours from the Moscow State Institute of Foreign Relations (MGIMO). He was appointed to the Ministry Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR (Russian Federation) from 1989 to 1992, and worked as high officer and director of legal units in several commercial firms from 1992 to 1997. From 1997 to 2002 he was Head of the Legal Department of telecommunication company Equant/Global One. In 2003 and 2004 he worked as representative of Microsoft for the relations with public organizations, and was responsible for the legal aspects of Microsoft’s activities in the Russian Federation and other CIS countries. In September 2004 he was appointed to the position of Director of the Legal Department of the Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation.

Mr. Yakushev takes active part in several social and scientific activities, and participated in various scientific and professional conferences and professional associations related with the telecommunications and the Internet in Russia and abroad (Russian Association for Networks and Services, Russian Union of Internet Providers, Russian Internet Academy). He is author of a number of articles in Russian professional magazines (1997-2004) (‘InformKurier

Sviaz’ – monthly Internet Law review, ‘Zakonodatelstvo’, ‘Informatsionnoe Obschestvo’, ‘Internet’), and has issued a book “Internet and Glasnost” (2000, in Russian). He is also the scientific editor of the translation in Russian of the Telecommunications regulation bulletin (World Bank edition, 2003). He authored a number of federal and regional (Moscow) legal acts on information, mass media, and Internet (concept of the development of the Russian Internet legislation 1999/2000; Concept of the development of legislation in the use of information technologies in the social-economic sphere – 2003; bill on the changes to the Federal Law “on the Participation in the International Information Exchange” – 1998/1999 and others).
He was the official representative of the Russian Federation in DOT-Force (2000-2001), established by G8 after Okinawa. He is responsible for the organization and the realization of the normative and legal activities in the sphere of information technologies and communications of the Ministry for Information Technologies and Communications of the Russian Federation.
Zangl, Peter 

Brussels, Deputy Director-General, DG Information Society, European Commission

Peter Zangl, an economist, was educated at the universities of Rouen (France) and Cologne (Germany). He has been working for the European Commission for more than 25 years, moving from the position of economic analyst at DG Economic and Financial Affairs to Head of Unit and then Director at DG Budget, responsible for negotiation and mid-term assessment. From 1994 to 1996 he was director of the European Social Fund. He was then appointed Director for South-Mediterranean and Middle-Eastern affairs. He is currently working as deputy Director General at DG Information Society. 

Zens, Jean-Paul 

Luxembourg, First Counselor, Director of the Media and Telecom Department, Ministry of State of Luxemburg

Jean-Paul Zens graduated in law and in psychology from the University of Strasbourg (France) in 1979. After two years of private practice in Luxembourg, he was appointed assistant prosecutor’s office. In 1985, he joined the diplomatic service (department of international economical affairs.) to represent Luxembourg’s interests at the international level in the field of media and communications. In 1993, he accepted the job as Director of the Media and Audiovisual Department of the Prime Minister’s Office, later renamed “Media and Telecommunications Department». This department has been set up in order to accompany the convergence of media, telecommunications et information technologies. It handles the coordination of all matters related to media policy including Internet, content, data protection and all regulatory aspects linked to these matters. Since1993, Jean-Paul Zens is also the Government representative on the Board of Directors of SES-GLOBAL, the Luxembourg-based satellite operator (www.ses-global.com). Since 1995, Mr. Zen also represents Luxembourg’s interest within RTL-Group as a Government commissioner.

