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Mr. Chairman,

Honorable Audience,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me a great pleasure and honor to be with you today to address such a highly pivotal and significant issue the Internet governance. First, I would like to express my deepest thanks to all the parties that have contributed to the successful gathering of our delegations to consult on the establishment of the working group on Internet governance WGIG.

Today the Internet is transforming our lives, it is changing the way we learn, work, communicate and do business. Even in the developing world, the Internet is not any more considered as a commodity rather it is becoming more and more a key factor in the world economy and socio-economic development at large.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Internet is one of the main pillars and indispensable components of both the global and national information and knowledge society. It has presented itself as a pre-requisite for development to an extent that has literally made the world a "small global village". Thanks to telecommunications, the need to travel has decreased, the scope of research has expanded, and the thirst for information has been increased.

Internet resource management and the overall technical evolution of the Internet have historically been developed by technical and research pioneers. Collaboration among the professional community and the industry has promoted the Internet and helped it to spread freely worldwide in a way that has materialized the concept of "Internet for All".

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In Egypt, Internet development has succeeded via a strong public-private-partnership and an overall community effort. Challenges and obstacles faced during this process may be faced today by other developing countries. Examples for these are low penetration rates, less mature markets, a developing infrastructure, as well as awareness and funding problems.

During the first phase of the WSIS, Egypt's Information Society Initiative was launched. Its seven-axis plan build on the progress and achievements of a national ICT plan. Please allow me to share with you the first and most pivotal part of that plan: e-Readiness. It indicates how much the Internet has penetrated our life, and we would then realize how critical the issue of Internet governance is.

In a deregulated environment, the government has cooperated with the private sector in a number of initiatives, where the government sets the policy and the private sector is implementing.  Subscription-free Internet has been provided, turning each and every fixed telephone line in Egypt (we have 10 Million) into an Internet access point, and at the cost of a local phone call (0.15 US$/hr). Since the launching of this service in January 2002, the number of families using the service has reached 1.1 million, and the number of Internet users has reached 3.7 millions.  This has been achieved in close cooperation between the government and the private ISPs.

Personal computers have been offered using a micro credit mechanism where the fixed phone line serves as a collateral for the prominent contributing financial agencies. An increase in the demand on PC has been recorded.  The total number of PCs in Egypt has reached 1.5 millions, and is expected to double by 2007.  This initiative is also being implemented in partnership between 20 local private companies and the government.

Reaching to rural, remote, and deprived areas has always been the decisive challenge to development efforts and plans. More than 1000 ICT clubs have been created all over the country in civil organizations, culture centers, youth centers, and public libraries to provide Internet access for citizens at a very low cost.  Another form of partnership with the civil society to increase the ICT penetration.

The most recent initiative under e-Readiness was launched during Africa Telecom 2004 in Cairo last May. The broadband initiative introduces volume discounts to six private ISPs (50%) to bring down the costs of ADSL connectivity, facilitate the installation process, and thus raise awareness of the benefits and applications, in cooperation with Telecom Egypt as an incumbent operator. Number of users expected to reach 500 thousands in two years.

Within all these processes, public private partnership has been the flagship and the base for the development.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Over the past few years, governments around the globe have started to realize the importance of developing their local Internet infrastructure and the need to be linked to the world as a driver for their economic development and societal welfare.

The first phase of the WSIS has concluded with no agreement on the topic of Internet governance. This issue has emerged as one of the main policy issues to be discussed in the coming year and before the second phase in Tunis in November 2005.

So far, there is no global agreement on what Internet governance really is. One aspect of Internet governance is the management of unique and scarce Internet resources. These include IP Addresses – Domain Names (ccTLDs / gTLDs) – AS Numbers – Protocol Numbers. Other aspects include issues such as SPAM – illegal/harmful content, as well as emerging topics such as multilingualism and Internet scaling issues (IPv6 – ENUM). 

Some definitions of Internet governance even include more broader subjects such as the digital divide, the harmonization of global policies related to education, Internet exchange points, security frauds, Intellectual Property Rights, data protection, consumer protection, and e-commerce.  Other aspects might include discussions on sharing the costs of international links between the developing world with its evolving infrastructure and the well established backbones in the US, Europe and South East Asia.

There are basically two unnecessarily conflicting perspectives regarding what Internet governance is and how it should be dealt with:

· One side is of the belief that Internet governance matters are primarily technical and operational issues that do not require government intervention, but rather should continue to be coordinated only by the different technical groups and business organizations. Their motto is “If it isn’t broken, don’t fix it”. This opinion relies on the fact that the private sector-led approach is responsible for the Internet’s phenomenal success.

· The other side argues that Internet governance includes not only technical resource management issues but also other policy matters that fit under the sovereignty rights of national governments. They believe Internet governance needs more multilateral cooperation and they might want to move the whole Internet management system under the umbrella of some intergovernmental organization.

I am saying that it should not be a confrontation, but a dialogue and partnership to reach a common understanding to develop our global Internet for the benefit of people all over the world.

Yet, there is a clear agreement that the process of Internet governance can not but include all stakeholders and that all opinions will need to be heard and presented. Also there is an initial understanding, that Internet governance and resource management issues have intertwined technical and policy dimensions - "Technical issues have political implications and Political issues have technical implications" – and it's hard to draw the line.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Internet should continue its growth as promoted by the Industry, but matters of public policy should also have more international coordination and government involvement. Stakeholders include national governments, private sector, civil society, and international organizations among others. Moreover every Internet user and Internet developer should be considered a stakeholder whose best interest must be met.

In order to increase their stake, it is a mandate for Internet communities of the developing world to actively participate to the Internet governance process which we are discussing here today, and in the second and final phase of the WSIS.

We believe that all stakeholders need to be represented in the WGIG that is to be established. The group should also be geographically diverse, technically competent and credible.  The WGIG should be considered a venue to:

· Facilitate cooperation, coordination and communication between Internet communities (government, private sector, civil society).

· Gather and collect different opinions from all stakeholders in an open and transparent process.

· Help us see where we stand today to set priorities.

· Draft recommendations that include all possible alternatives.

The work of the WGIG should be complemented and enriched by a series of regional open-ended consultation meetings in different parts of the world.  In continuation of Egypt's regional role and commitment, it gives me a great pleasure to announce that Egypt is planning to host a regional Arab-African event in May 2005. The mission of this meeting is to prepare a regional coordinated stance towards some of the issues tabled for discussion in the second phase of the WSIS, and on top of which is Internet governance.

Ultimately there is a persistent need to figure out a mechanism where individuals from all around the globe can cooperate through a decentralized way with a view to ensure a stable and reliable Internet for all. Average citizens should feel and touch the potentials of telecommunication through services and applications in education, health, commerce and culture, that upgrade their way of living and helps them overcome the daily obstacles and challenges of life.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Internet should not be a field of contest, but an area of cooperation, inclusion and integration. It is our mission to fulfill this concept.  It is our opportunity, having the focus of the leaders of the world in 2005 on our issues for Internet development.  It is our mission to make maximum use of this opportunity for the benefit of the global Internet community.

I believe that this meeting will provide today and tomorrow more positive and constructive input from all stakeholders on the issue under discussion. I am also confident that such deliberations and discussions will form a milestone in the history of Internet no matter what the final conclusions would be. Internet governance is still a fertile area, and all of us should cooperate in the historic mission of providing healthy and well-established formation in its early stages.

Thank you for your attention, and I wish this meeting all the success.
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